[Results of surgery treatment of epilepsy].
The recent advances in the surgical treatment of epilepsy have resulted in great improvement in the overall outcome of these patients. The pediatric group has probably benefited the most as patients who previously were not candidate for this form of treatment are now able to undergo epilepsy surgery with results which are as good as those of adults. In fact, children may now benefit the most, as the control of their epilepsy and our ability to stop their anticonvulsants may allow them to better develop from a psychosocial aspect. Also, because of their plasticity, young children may tolerate surgery involving loss of eloquent cortex without subsequent permanent deficits. The most recent reported results from different centers indicate that 68-90% of patients undergoing temporal lobectomy remain seizure free while the percentage of patients remaining seizure free after extratemporal resections is approximately 50-66%. However, one of the problems with these results is that they vary significantly from one center to another because of the methodology used to evaluate results and the selection of patients depending on the strength of the centers. At present we do not have an optimal method to evaluate results of epilepsy surgery that takes in consideration not only seizure control but also psychosocial outcome. It is our goal to develop such method which will ultimately help us identify the best surgical candidates and predict their outcome.